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“Room for all in active business”

Gérard Constantin, AIE Vice-President.
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AIE  = European association of electrical contractors 

Members = 15 national associations of electrical contracting 
companies in Europe 

= excellent relationships with United States, South 
Africa, Asia and Australia

= 130.000 contracting companies employing 
= 1,2 million workforce (80% of the sector!)
= 137 Billion euros turnover
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Current and on-going topics within AIE:

- EU Energy policy : ‘Clean Energy for All’ Package

- Electrification in transport: EV, charging points, e-mobility…

- Home automation and building automation systems 

- BIM (Building Information Modelling) 

- Electrical safety in dwellings

- Primary energy conversion factor for electricity

- Lighting design systems 

- Participation in European funded project: “Training outcomes and 
MOOC in Smart Metering and Home Automation Technologies for 
Electricians”
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Actions of the AIE:

- AIE Energy and Technical Task Forces, creation of platforms on 
social media, BIM…

- Energy policy:  Alliances and joint position papers on 
electrification and decarbonization, renovation, e-mobility, primary 
energy conversion factor

- Share and exchange between E&T experts regarding VET and 
participation at Euroskills Competition (AIE= associate partner)

- FEEDS: cooperation with fire brigades, CECAPI, consumer 
associations and other stakeholders concerned by electrical safety

- Be an information and coordination platform between AIE 
member associations
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1. New, intelligent and efficient technology 

- Internet – digitalization

→ change BaU

→ business opportunities for wholesalers and electrical 
contractors

2. Owners of homes and buildings expect more today 

3. Innovation and BIM 
- Correct, reliable and up-date product data

- Management of information and data
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We can be smart or not so smart

- If we fail to cope with the new and integrated technology, 

→ we will suffer all together

- If we embrace together the changes and develop new or adjust
our business practices 

→ we will all take full advantage
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Simple but important messages:

1. Sound relationship : based on respect, trust

2. Multiple benefits: skilled electricians → better advising the 
client on the current technologies, equipment and products (= 
benefit for wholesalers and manufacturers)

3. Common interests: BIM and young qualified people! 

→ invest in education and training in the sector for the 
benefit of all!

→ work on awareness tools for the end-user clients
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4. There is enough space for everybody: new technology and new 
products are available

5. Installer = main and important partner 

= only channel for products and equipment

6. Each one has a role to play but in a strong, united and 
respectful value chain

→ win-win solutions for all!

7. Build up and maintain relationship : see each other again at e.g. 
light and building 2018, EUEW convention, AIE Council of 
Delegates, Euroskills

So let’s be active and strong together!
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Thank you very much for your attention!
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